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F+or* lk PoqLnltDrak
THE TIME HAS COMI !

l l  Chl ldren are back 1n school --  or e111 be soon!
 

 

_ .
l l  l t 's a "nerr beglnning" for Dary of then . . .  ln many ways, 1t ls so

for al l  of  us . . ,  here, at  the Congregat lonal Church of the Val1ey
we have talked several  !1nes of "new begtnnlngs" . . .  and thls t lme l t rs
for Real!

In thls Newsletter you have found an "I  WISHii  note . . .  l l rs your
church . . .  thls is tourr i  chance to nake 1t what "you" want 1t to be and a
wltness to the Love, Power and Presence of cod! PLEASE take theB serlously
foi  as you return then at the door,  through lhe nat l  or 1n the offertng
plate . , .  r 'e w111 - take theE serlously.

Renenber the words of wl l l  Rogers
rhen he satd, "Even t f  you are on the r lght t rack, you wl l1 get run over
1f tou just s l t  there." I . le real lze that a "oega" church has jusl  been bu1lt
in our relghborhood and another i r l1 l  soorl  bleak ground . . .  and they vi11 do
vel l  (and we pralse cod for 1t) ,  But,  sone folk prefei  a smal ler church 1n
nhlch we share a closer fe11owsh1p. Do you know, that,  i f  everyone sho ca11s
thls thelr  church irere present on a given Sunday, i r  would take two services
t o  h o l d  t h e n ?  T h d t  1 s ,  f o r  e a c h  t o  h a v e  a  p l a c e  C o  s l t ?

N o l r  t h e n .  1 e t ' s  b e
careful  so that we not suffer f ron "analysis paralysls" . , .  you know, we
can go on and on thinklng and talk lng . . .  so nuch so lhat we never act '
And wtthout real lz lng 1t r 'e can becone one of God's " frozen chosen." I t
ls easler to act your vay into a new way of thlnking than to thlnk your
way into a neq'  way of act lng.

In rock cl lmblng there 1s a technical  tern
calLed a "coDnitnent move." of ten l t rs the crux nove of the c1lnb. I t  1sn' l
as sinple as I  nake i t  sound here --  but l t  ls s lnple in fact!  And, on a
connltment rnove,yourve el ther got to go for i t  or cone off . the cl i lnb!

JESUS
talked in those tef i is over and over again. "He that is not wlth ne is a-
gainst me." (Matt .  12:30) Ard reBeDbe! r 'har Joshua said? "choose you thls
day whon you r1l1 serve . . .  bu! as for me and ny house, we i . '111 serve the
L o r d . "

werre sor!  of  on a Sulroi t  Expedlt lon here at the congregal lona1 Church
of the Val ley. In thet,  ne teal lze, of  course, that r lsk ls at the very core
of the chr lst lan 1tfe.  But we aren' t  cal led to be safe f lon a1l of  l l fe 's
troubles --  but,  s lnply secure 1n the knowledge that yourre "roped to" the
l lv1og Chrlst !  His rope 1s l rustworthy and t lEe-tested! The only thinS a-
bout l t fe that ls pernanent 1s change. I f  we stay on the ledge' forever
expecttng the oext handhold to be easy and guaranteed, we'II trever go
an) 'where. Sonet l ,nes what 1s walt lng Is di f f lcul t ;  sonet lnes l t r6 surprtslng;
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of !er!  l t 's unpredlctab].e,
I belteve that lf Cod speaks to us an).!rhere, He

speaks to us ln our dal ly l lves, ln ordlnary sett lngs. We ca[rt  walt  for
l ightnlng to str lke or for the wlnd to dle doe'n before rre step oui . . .as
lndividuals al td as a church.. ,  to nake ourselves al l  that we can be. The
necessary nove ls ca1led a step, or 1eap, of fal th for a very good reason.

As we step out,  God reveals I t inself  more I ' l th every step along the
lray . . .  because . . .  i t  1s nuch easler !o steer a novlng vehtcle than one
that 1s "parkedrr.

A fel1ow loared another fel1ow a book. Lrhen the book was
returned, the Dan not lced that on nany of the pages there appreared lhree
letters,  "YBII ,"  h 'r l r ten 1n petrc1l  ln the nargln. I Ie asked the Deal l l r lg of
the let ters.

' roh, I  thought the book ras ter!1f ic."  said the fr lend, " ln

fact,  1t  could have been rt fe-changing." The YBH in the margin stood for
" Y e s ,  B u t  H o w ? "

Our TEXT BOOK can also be l l fe-changing! Throughout this
NewsLetter you nay detect says in whtch we Intend !o do just that! l  They
are pract lcal  . , .  the fal1 season ls the r ight t f t  e to se! then 1n not lon.
l re nust start  NOW ---  l l teral ly.  A wlse oan once sald, " t f  you don't  gec
started 1n the next day or two . . .  you aln' !  gonna get started at a11.r l

STOP WORRYTNG AND START BELIIVINC

YOU CAN'T WORRY AXD PRAISE GOD AT THE SAME TIME!

Here are a couplar pract ical  eords froE a Book I 've been reading Iately.
And, by the way, 1t has a dynaElte ending!! !

-"And ny God i t1l l  supply every need of yours accordlng 
.  
to 

.  
His r iches.. . rr

Pht. I lpplans 4 :  19

-"Seek f l rst ,  rhe Kingdoo of cod and . . .  al l  lh ings needful  ! . '111 be
added unto you." (Matthew 6:33)

-"As a n0an thtnketh l t l  h ls heart  so ls he" (?roverbs 23:7)

-" I f  cod be for us, r tho cal !  be against us.. .?" (Rona[s 8:32) l , lant to
kno!, ,  the po!, ,er of  God? Read that ! , Ihole chapter l

-" lnthatever you ask ln prayer,  BELIEVE tha! you recelve 1t,  and you wi11."
(Mark 11:24)

ITHAT A BOOK !
-LJS


